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Description:

The following are the major objectives of the ongoing AFEP study. They are described in greater

detail in the Bottom, D and K. Gore 2001, Estuarine habitat and juvenile salmon — Current and
historic linkages in the lower Columbia River and estuary Final research Proposal to the
Anadromous Fish Evaluation Program. Portland District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

Obijective 1. Compare trends in abundance and life histories of juvenile salmon at a landscape

scale on representative transects of shallow-water habitat between Puget Island and the Columbia

River mouth.

Obijective 2: Describe salmonid use and performance in selected emergent and forested wetlands
and their relationship to local habitat features.

Objective 3: Characterize historical changes in flow and sediment input to the Columbia River
estuary and change in habitat availability throughout the lower river and estuary.

Schedule: The study has been ongoing with AFEP funds since 2001 and will continue until 2011

subject to the availability of AEFP funds. The CRCIP will fund this study in the third year after
construction (2009, tentatively) to assess any changes in salmon habitat and use following
construction.

Status: CRCIP will fund in the third year after construction.
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