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-- REVI SED - -

CCLUMBI A RI VER CHANNEL | MPROVEMENT PRQIECT

PUBLI C HEARI NG

Wednesday, July 31, 2002

( AFTERNOON SESSI ON)

BE | T REMEMBERED THAT, pursuant to the Washi ngton
Rul es of Civil Procedure, the Col unmbia River Channel
| mprovenrent Project Public Hearing (Afternoon Session)
was taken before Tamara Ross, Certified Shorthand
Reporter in the State of Washington and Licensed Notary
in the State of Washi ngton, on Wdnesday, July 31, 2002,
commencing at 3:22 p.m at the Water Resource Education

Center: 4600 S.E. Col unbia Way, Vancouver, WAshi ngton.
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VANCOUVER, WASHI NGTON
VEDNESDAY, JULY 31, 2002

3:22 P. M

CCOL. HOBERNI CHT: Thank you for
conmng today. M nane's Richard Hobernicht.
I'"mthe Engineer for Portland District of United
States Arny Corps of Engineers. Mst of you
probably knew ny predecessor, Col onel David
Butler. He noved on to Fort Hood, Texas.
| ook forward to getting out into the community
and neeting all of you. |If you get a chance,
cone up and introduce yourself. 1'd like to
talk to you.

Toni ght, we're here to exchange
information with you about the Col unbia R ver
channel inprovenent project and take your
testinmony on the project. As you're probably
aware, the Corps just conpleted revising the
econom ¢ analysis for the project, adding severa
new envi ronmental restoration components. This
was contained in the supplenmental project report
rel eased earlier this month. 1'd like to point
out that this is a draft report. Over the next

45 to 60 days, we want to hear your thoughts
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about this report.

to us,

If you have information you fee

pl ease |

Your comments are inportant

and we'll be reviewing all of them

we have m ssed,

et us know before Septenber 15th so we

can consider it before we nake this report

final

Around the roomin the hallway

as you wal ked in today, you'll find

representatives fromthe States of Oregon

Washi ngt on,

Wldlife Service,

Engi neers. Please talk to the agency

NOAA- Fi sheries and the U S. Fish &

port sponsors and Corps of

representatives here toni ght to understand how we

got to where we are today and where we stil

need to go in the weeks and nont hs ahead.

testinmony that wll

In addition to the ora

be captured by the court

reporter tonight, we will accept your witten

comments if you prepared any. There's a box in

the -- over here. Matt's holding it up for you

to place -- sone people --

testinony.

over the next 45 days.

sessi on,

pl ace witten

Several things will be happening

two nore public hearings will

Vancouver afternoon-3
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along the river. The second public hearing wll
be in Longview on Septenber 5. The third wll
be in Astoria on Septenber 10th.
The other activity taking place

is the expert panel's technical review of the
Corps' econonic analysis. That will take place
next week at the 5th Avenue Suite in Portl and.
The public is invited to attend the Monday and
Friday sessions; participate in this. There is
nore i nformation about this in the Corps' table.

Wth that, 1'd like to again --

Thanks for coming. | know each of you are very
busy. | appreciate you taking tinme to
participate in the process. 1'll be here unti

9 o'clock tonight; the entire session. So
pl ease feel free to conme up and talk to ne.
I"d like to get to know you personal ly.

Before we start, 1'd like to
i ntroduce Laura Hicks. Laura's a nmenber of ny
staff and Project Manager for the Colunbia River
| mprovenent Project. She has a short
presentation to get us started, so --

MS. HI CKS: Let ne know if you
think I need the mike. Can you guys all hear

ne? | also would like to thank you all for
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taking your tine to cone today. This won't take
too long. Basically, our project starts at the
river mouth on the Colunbia River and goes to
106.5 in the Portl and/ Vancouver area and al so
includes the Wllanette River for its 12 miles.
The Wl lanette portion has been deferred, and it
woul d be sonetinme in the future after the
cleanup efforts on the Wllanette are taken care
of and we know what's regionally acceptable for
the contanination that exists there

So the updates that's in our
report is basically Colunbia River only. And
all of the information that |I'm going to show
you today basically remains to that part. This
project has a long history. Any Corps' project
that we do starts with a study resolution by
Congress. Qurs was received in August of 1989.
Fromthere, we went to reconnai ssance study,
where the Corps chose whether or not there's
interest to nove to the next phase. There was.

W noved into what was call ed
the Cost Share Feasibility Study, where the Lower
Col unbia River Port paid half of the study
costs. We produced a draft feasibility report

in October of 1998. W went out for public
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conmment. We finalized the report in August of
1999.

At that point, we applied for
O egon coastal zone nanagenent consistency, and
we received U.S. Fish & Wldlife and Nati onal
Mari ne Fisheries' no jeopardy opinion. At that
poi nt, Congress authorized the construction of
this project. You can see their authorization
i n Decenber of 1999.

I n August of 2000, Nati onal
Marine Fisheries Service had new information
relating to contam nants in fish -- the
bat henetry and velocity that they asked us to
ook at -- and as a result, withdrew their
bi ol ogi cal opinion. Wen the biological opinion
was withdrawn, it kind of led to denial for
water quality certificates from both Washi ngton
and Oregon.

So in September of 2000, we
received our letters fromthe governors, denying
water quality certification for this project. In
Sept enber then, the Corps decided to reinitiate
consultation with National Mrine Fisheries. W
added U.S. Fish & Wildlife into that

consul tati on.
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And in January of 2002, we then
decided to supplenent the integrated feasibility
report -- an EIS -- The docunent you have today.
W al so decided to include in that document
enough information to satisfy the Washington
State Environnental Policy Act; SEPA. And the
Port of Longview is the |ead agency for that.
And they're out in the hall if you want to talk
to themif you' re from Washi ngton.

In May 2002, National Marine
Fisheries and U S. Fish issued a new opi nion on
the project, and both agencies again issued a
j eopardy opinion. W've had nunerous public
nmeetings as a result of beginning initiation of
this project. W started in Novenber of 1999,
where we went to the Portland/ Vancouver area, the
Longvi ew area, and Astoria. W asked for
scoping informati on on what our environnental
docunent ati on shoul d i ncl ude.

We then went back out again in
January of 1997; again in the Portland area, the
Longvi ew area, and Astoria for public comment and
i nvol venent; went back out in Novenber of 1998;
sane three areas. And between July and

Septenber of this year, we reviewed the sane
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thing. That's what we're doi ng here tonight:
We're listening to conmments.

W' ve had 17 environmental round
tabl e neetings, where we were aski ng nenbers and
st akehol ders fromthe public to cone talk to us
during our study phase and tell us what their
concerns were so we could hel p design and adapt
the project to different concerns. W've had
resource agency neetings that revol ved around
salinity workshops, and where sal twater
distribution would go as a result of the
deepeni ng.

W' ve had nodel i ng done by the
Wat erway Experinent Station, which is an arm of
the Corps of Engineers. W repeated that when
we reconsulted with the National Mrine Fisheries
Service, and we asked the Oregon G aduate
Institute to do nunerical nodeling for us as
wel .  We've had nunerous resource agency
neetings pertaining to wildlife mitigation and
many that revolve around ocean dredge materials
and di sposal |ocations.

So as the Col onel has nentioned,
we had an information nmeeting this Mnday in

Astoria. Today, we're here asking for testinony
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

for the Portland/ Vancouver area. On Mnday of

next week, we'll start a panel that will |ook at
both benefits and costs of this project. It
will be a week-long process with the panel. The

public is invited to observe that. And then
we' Il be back, taking public testinony in
Longvi ew on Septenmber 5th, Astoria on the 10th.
And our public comment period will end on
Septenber 12th. The Col onel said on Monday the
15th, so we'll accept that as well.

It's inportant for our people to
understand that this is kind of a multipurpose
project, if you will. W have both a navigation
conponent and ecosystem restorati on conponent.
The Corps, by regulation, used those two specific
authorities with different cost sharing for our
sponsors and different ways that we exam ned
t hem

So since 1999, what have we
been doi ng? The Corps has worked three years on
getting snelt data on the Colunbia. One of the
things that we heard from agency and stakehol der
groups was with nonrestricted dredging in the
river for construction, there was a concern that

snelt nmay be affected. And so we've asked you
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-- Oregon Departnment of Fish & Wldlife and
Washi ngt on Department of Fish & Wldlife to help
eval uate snelt distribution and abundance, how
t hey spawn where they are in the river, and help
to | ook at whether or not dredging year round
woul d be inpacted to them

W' ve al so funded three years of
data collection for sturgeon -- white sturgeon in
deep wat er areas; again distribution, abundance,
and their behavior. W've had extensive rock
explorations in the channel and have confirned
where basalt woul d be that woul d need to be
bl asted out of the channel. And at this point,
it's only at Warrior Rock, which is a pretty
substantial reduction fromwhere we were in 1999.

W have rerun all of the
guantities for dredging. And currently, there's
a reduction in dredging volumes as well in the
river. W' ve done additional work for Dungeness
Crab; the ESA consultation that | told you
about .

As a result of the consultation,
we' ve added six new ecosystemrestoration
conponents to the project and researched actions

-- nmonitoring actions, and adapti ve nmanagenent.
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W revised the cost because of the added
conponents to the project and al so decided to
t hen update the economics for the project.

So this kind of illustrates then
t he bi ggest changes that | thought were
i nportant. Basically, the dredgi ng vol unes have
gone from18.4 nmillion in 1999 to 14.5. And
our hydraulic engineer -- when he | ooks at it,
he sees this downward trend. He has -- the
1999 report was based on 1995 surveys. W
| ooked at the river in '95 in detail; 1999 in
detail; 2001; 2002. W see this downward trend
in material available to the river.

The basalt has gone down
substantially. Wility relocations that we thought
were -- mght need relocating in 1999 have al
been confirmed by the utility owners that none
woul d need to be replaced or relocated. They're
all bel ow where we woul d be dredging.

So then the Corps | ooks at very
specifically what we call "national economc
devel opnent cost" and "national economc
devel opnent benefits" and nmarries those up with
the benefits to cost ratio. For the Col unbia

Ri ver portion of the project, last tine those
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navi gati on costs, aside -- when we | ook at the
benefit to cost ratio was a hundred and
fifty-four mllion dollars. Today, that's down
to a hundred and thirty-two mllion

kay. So the benefits al so
went down. |n 1999, we were projecting
twenty-eight mllion dollars of average benefits
every year accruing to the nation. And now,
based on current information -- shipping that's
here in Portland today -- those are down to 18.3
mllion. So when you |look at them conparing
those costs to the benefits, it's reduced from
1.9 on the Colunbia River from1999 to the 1.5
t oday.

kay. So we al so have the
ecosystens restoration conponent. The Corps
vi ews those as nonnobnetary benefits. They're not
included in the benefit to cost ratio. They're
somet hing that the sponsors will have to cost
share on. So the total project costs on the
Col unbia River were at one hundred and sixty
mllion. Now they' re at one fifty-six.

So for the NEPA docurent that
you all have, basically, the biggest change from

an environnmental standpoint were these additions
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to the ecosystem conponents that we added. The
ones in yellow on your left are the ones that
were authorized in the project and included in
1999. As a result of the conplications, the
Cor ps' changed t he proposed plan to add all of
the other ones listed on the screen

And so working with the Federa
agenci es during the consultation, we decided that
this time, we were going to take an ecosystem
approach that related to juvenile spawns that are
listed; that we were | ooking for things that
woul d help with function, form and val ue based
on this conceptual nodel that we devel oped.
VWhat do sal nbn need? We were trying to be as
site-specific as possible. Last go-around, we
had a bl anket statement in our assessment and in
the opinion that said that the Corps' will go
out and try to restore up to 4,500 acres in the
l ower river unrelated to channel deepening using
your other authorities. And we were criticized
pretty heavily on not knowi ng where those were,
how t hey were going to be hel pful, who was goi ng
to do them when we were going to do them

So this go-around, we said we're

going to be as specific as possible. Show
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peopl e where they are. ldentify the benefits to
them And now we're taking comments on those
proposals. And then we also tried to nmake sure
that there was assurance that these actions could
actually take place. So there was an enphasis

to place these on Federally owned property and
not work with private |and owners.

The last go around -- this nap
illustrates then the lower river fromriver nle
three -- This is our project area here; that
line. And river mle 30, which is the kind of
t he biggest part of the estuary. Al the red
areas in there are places that we have shoal s
that we woul d renove through dredging. The |ast
go-around, we were going to hopper dredge that
material and place it offshore in the deep water
di sposal site.

The proposal now i ncl udes

beneficial use of dredge material. W would
still be offering the naterial fromthose red
shoal ed areas now into a tenporary sunp -- that

or angei sh col ored nunber one adjacent to the
channel that's one river mle |ong; alnobst 600
feet wide. Material would be about ten feet

high. And then we woul d pipeline fromthat
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tenporary sunp into the |lower half of the
enbankment and -- with the goal of trying to
create al nost 400 acres of intertidal novenent.

This is what that area | ooks
like today. That's aerial photography of the
area. The area was basically constructed for
liberty vessels back in Wrld War 1l. You can
see on your right that sonme of the bathenetry
from 1935, where there is elevations of shallow
m nus 60912. What it |ooked like in 1982 after
the liberty vessels' construction was done in
this nooring basin is minus 18 and deep as mi nus
24.

In the report, you'll find we
went out |ast nonth and got the bathenetry of
the area; recent bathenetry. And our goal is to
just restore it to what it was back in the
"30s. So all the construction nmaterial right
now is planned to go in the Lois Island
enmbaynment for beneficial use of dredge materi al
to create shal |l ow water habitat

Mai nt enance nmaterial for this
region is proposed to go to Mller Pillar Pile
Dikes. And this is five pile dikes between

M1l ler Sands Island and Pillar Rock. And then
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through tinme we would fill between pile dike one
and two. And it would probably take three years
of mai ntenance to bring that up to historica
| evels. Then we'd go between two and three, and
so on to try to create 461 acres of shall ow
wat er .

This area, as you can see in
1935, was very shallow. In 1982, CRDDP Atlas --
This is an active erosion area. |t deepens.
And so that's why the pile dikes need to be
pl aced, and the material to bring it back up to
hi storic |evels.

The | ast ones that we added
don't include beneficial use of dredge materi al
So those first two -- because they use dredge
material -- are included in the our benefits to
cost ratio. These ones that |I'mgoing to talk
to you now are not because they're nonnonetary
benefits and per regulation that -- that's not
i ncluded in any benefits to cost ratio. So we
worked with the services and identified --
basically trying to translocate Col unbia Witetai
Deer from Butl er Hanson (phonetic) to Howard
(phonetic) and Cottonwood Island to try to delist

Col unbi a Whitetail Deer.
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So if there's three distinct
popul ations with certain nunbers within their
stock, then those species can be delisted. So
if it was delisted, the ultinmate goal would be
to come back to the facility to Julia Butler
Hanson Refuge and breach the flood control |evels
and let this be nore of a fish-friendly type of
r ef uge.

In the interim we're going to
go and | ook at doing hydraulic studies next year
and provide fish passage to the island. So the
first step's to see how nuch water we would | et
into the island, whether it would interfere with
the Colunbia Wiitetail Deer. And then if it
doesn't, we would allow fish passage through the
island, wait to see if Colunbia Wiitetail Deer
were delisted, and then cone back to breach
these flood control ballasts.

Anot her restoration feature that
we' ve added to the project includes Bachel or
Sl ough, which is on the Ridgefield Wldlife
Refuge. And the plan is to dredge the sl ough
and take some of the nore silty material and
create riparian habitat. This one is contingent

upon testing the material w thin the slough
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And if it's cleaned, then we'll continue on with
the restoration.

Ckay. So what we're doing here
tonight is taking your public testinony. And
you saw that we would be taking themalso in
Septenber in Longview and Astoria. The Corps
then will take that testinmony and respond to it
in our fornmal final report. W won't be
respondi ng tonight to comrents, but we will
respond in the final report to coments that we
receive. Then we'll circulate that final
suppl enental docunent back out to the public so
you'll all have a chance to see what we did
with your comments. And we'll be applying for
water quality certificates again fromthe states
of Washi ngton and O egon.

W' [l again apply for managemnent
consi stency between Oregon and Washi ngton. And
if we receive those pieces of information, then

the Corps will have a record of decision that

we'll file. So that's basically what we're
doing tonight. 1'mgoing to turn it over to
our facilitator. And she'll explain how we'll

do the testinmony. Thank you.

MS. BROOKS: Good afternoon. |
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have been asked by the Corps to go over just a
few ground rules for testinony before we get
started. First off, we would just like to go
over kind of -- Speakers will be recognized in
the order that they signed up. And | encourage
all of you, if you intended on giving testinony
today, there were actually two sign-ups: One as
you canme up the stairs just to let us know that
you were here. But over at that table was the
actual sign-up to be a speaker or to testify
today. So nmake sure you're on that list if you
intend to testify.

W woul d like to ask that
everyone is respectful to one another. There
nmay be times when you strongly agree or disagree
with the speaker. 1'd just ask that you
wi t hhol d conments or cl apping or whatever you
feel the need to do until after the speaking is
finished. And if you keep it to a m nimum so
we can get everybody through, we'd like to get
fol ks as many fol ks up to the m crophone as want
to today.

Let's see. If you can pl ease
keep conversation to a mininumon the side so we

can clearly hear the speaker. W have a
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reporter here who's going to be taking verbatim
testinmony. Be courteous to others, and pl ease
stop speaki ng when your tinme is up. |[|'Il have
cards up here that will give you a one-m nute
warning. In fact, 1'll show you what they | ook
like. So everyone has five mnutes. Wen
you're down to your last one, I'Il quickly show
you a card just to let you know that you m ght
want to start winding it up. And then when
your full five mnutes have been exhausted, [|'l]
hold this card up, which you won't be able to
read. But it has lots of words and letters on
it. So you'll know that's what it means.

Renenmber that today's neeting
isn't any attenpt to get consensus or any sort
of vote. It's sinply an opportunity for the
Corps to hear your testinmony. |If you cannot get
all of your testinony in five mnutes, they ask
that you give the rest of your testinony in
witten form Let's see. Have | got
everyt hi ng?

To make sure we end on tine, as
| said, speakers are five mnutes. And your
tinme is your own. In the interest of hearing

as many of you as possible, your tine cannot be
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assigned to others. |f you are representing an
associ ation, not yourself, you still just get one
opportunity to speak to make sure we give
everyone equal chance. And all of these rules
that 1'mgoing over with you will be repeated in
each of the public hearings; all three of them

i dentically.

We intend to end this hearing
hopeful ly around fiveish. W got started |late,
so we mght want to go later. W'Ill take a
break, and then we'll again have nore testinmony
this evening which will go up until 9 o'clock.
And | think | have covered everything. Are
there any questions? 1'll |eave these up

One last thing: |If you could
pl ease identify yourself and who you are
representi ng when you conme up to the mcrophone
just before you speak, that'd be great. Okay.
Let's see. Tom Bradl ey.

VMR BRADLEY: Tom Bradl ey. Thank
you for providing me the opportunity to nake a
public comment on the Col unbia R ver Channe
Deepening Project. M nane is Captain Tom
Bradley. |'m Conmi ssioner of Port of Vancouver.

As a forner Ships Master, | know firsthand how
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10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

22

i mportant the channel deepening project is for
our econony. The state of Washington is nore
trade dependent than any other state in our
nati on. There's one in three jobs dependent on
trade.

At the Port of Vancouver USA,
nearly 5500 jobs are directly tied to maritine
and industrial activities; two hundred and
forty-two million dollar in wages and sal ari es
annual ly. Their purchases add another hundred
and twenty-four mllion to our |ocal econony.
The goods and services they buy help to support
other jobs in our conmunity. Overall, Colunbia
River maritime comerce produces famly wage jobs
for over 40,000 people and influences another
59,000 jobs in the northwest. Last year, marine
activity in the lower Colunbia R ver created 1.8
billion in personal inconme. Jobs and busi nesses
in our region require access to cost-effective
maritime navigation.

The future of the Colunbia River
navi gation directly depends on deepening the
channel an additional three feet. This will not
only mai ntain our shipping transportation routes,

but will ensure our region's |and-based --

Vancouver afternoon-22



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

trade- based econony. This project will also
ensure the Colunbia River can accommpdate the
| arger fuel-efficient ships that increasingly
domi nate worl d trade.

In closing, I'd like to
reinforce the nessage that this project has
br oad- based support from comunities across the
northwest. There are thousands or nore
busi nesses relying on the Colunbia River to
transport their products around the world. Thank
you.

M5. BROOKS: Thank you. Mayor
Royce Pol |l ard, pl ease

MR, POLLARD: My nane's Royce
Pollard. |'mhonored to serve as Mayor of
Vancouver. W want to welcone all of you to
our comunity for this inportant hearing today.
America's Vancouver is proud of our role in
i nternational trade, and we're proud of the port,
busi nesses, unions, farns and conmunities
successful ly manufacturing, grow ng, and
transporting cargo around the world.

But as good and successful as
t he organi zation and people in Vancouver are, we

cannot be successful in international trade
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wi t hout the necessary infrastructure. And no
infrastructure initiative is nore inportant and
necessary than the Col unbia River |nprovenent
Project that is before us.

Wt hout channel deepening,
Vancouver ability as an international port wll
be di m ni shed. Many conpani es in Vancouver are
based here because of easy access to effective
maritime transportation. Wthout channel deepening,
approxi mately 5,500 jobs in Vancouver that are
dependent on naritime comerce woul d be damaged
and new jobs potentially lost. Wthout channe
deepeni ng, Vancouver cannot be Vancouver.

As the draft suppl enenta
feasibility report and EI'S denpbnstrate, effective
maritinme transportation is vital to sustaining
and strengtheni ng our regional trade-based
econony. Deepening the Colunbia River navigation
channel is critical to maintaining maritine
conmer ce and sustai ni ng busi nesses, farns, and
jobs in Vancouver and throughout our region
This project will ensure that the Colunbia River
can accommpdate the larger fuel -efficient ships
that increasingly donminate the world trade fleet.

Al t hough it cannot be counted in
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the Corps of Engineers' fornal benefit to cost
analysis, it's inmportant to note that our state
and | ocal governnent receive two hundred and
eight million each year in revenues generated
from Col unbi a Ri ver conmerce. These resources
enabl e | ocal governnments |ike Vancouver to
provide effective service to all of our
residents. |'mnot an environmental scientist,
but I do know the project has undergone public
and private scientific analysis to ensure the
channel deepening is conducted in an
environnental |y sensitive manner that actually
| eaves the river better off than it was before
t he project.

One of the very positive
environnental benefits of this project will be
the creation of hundreds of acres of restores
wetlands. |'mnot an expert -- | am an expert,
however, in the needs of America's Vancouver.
And we need this channel deepened 40 to 43 feet
to remain conpetitive with that other Vancouver
in British Colunbia and with conmunities and
countries around the world. That's why the
Vancouver City Council and | are on record as

unani nous support and strong support for this

Vancouver afternoon-25



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

project. Thank you for bringing this inportant
public hearing to Vancouver. Thank you for
listening and considering my conments. And
t hank you in advance for doing everything within
your power to ensure that the Colunbia River
Channel i ng Deepening Project noves forward in an
expedi tious and effective manner. Thank you very
nmuch.

M5. BROOKS: Representative Bil
Fr omhol d.

MR FROVHOLD: I'm Bill Fronhol d,
the State Representative here in 49th |egislative
district. And | also would like to express ny
appreciation for having the opportunity to nake
public coment on this draft suppl enental
feasibility report. This project is extrenely
i mportant, as has been noted, to our econony and
the environnental health of our region

Wth the conpletion of the
bi ol ogi cal opinions and the conpletion of these
drafts supplemental reports, it seens clear this
project and nmust nmove forward in an economcally
and environmental |y responsi bl e manner. Deepening
the Col unmbia River navigation channel is critica

to mai ntaining our commerce. As has been not ed,
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it has broad-based support of business -- excuse
me -- labor, farms, ports and the conmunities
t hr oughout the northwest. Sone estinmated 40, 000
fam |y wage jobs are dependent on this project.
And in addition to that, there are nore than a
t housand busi nesses along the Col unbia River
that rely on the river to transport their
products to the world market. This really, to
me, enphasizes the inportance of this project to
the region's econonic health. And as a
representative of the 49th Southern District,
woul d encourage that it be done quickly as
possi ble. And again, thank you for the
opportunity.

M5. BROOKS: Steve Frasher

MR, FRASHER: My nane is Steve

Frasher. |'m President of Tidewater Barge Lines.

For those of you who might not familiar with
Ti dewat er, we operate towboats and barges in the

full 4,065 (phonetic) mle of the Colunbia Snake

Ri ver system \W've been in continuous operation

since 1932.
And | have actually a very
sinmple view of what otherwise is going to be a

conplex project. And |I'msure there are nany
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here qualified to talk to the Col onel and the
Cor ps about the complexity. But basically, our
view is that cheap reliable transportation
provi des the very foundation for the creation of
a prosperous and healthy econony. Oftentines, in
the fray of the battle over the conpeting uses
of our waterways, we tend to overl ook one sinple
awe inspiring fact: That the Pacific Northwest
provi des products to the world at a price the
world can afford. In return, the Pacific
Nort hwest al so gets to consune products from
ot her world markets.

The vari ous channel deepeni ng
proj ects undertaken over the years have been a
significant response to the persistent globa
demand for better products at a | ower cost.
That challenge will always be before us, and we
shoul d not waiver in our efforts to neet it.

| appreciate the fact that there
is a concern over the environmental inpact of
this project. But let us not |ose sight of the
fact that the prosperity we have enjoyed as a
result of efficiencies gained from channe
deepeni ng projects of the past give us the

resources to evaluate and inprove the environnment
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for the future

The Pacific Northwest provides
food and products to the world at a price the
world can afford. Let us go forward with this
project so we can continue to fulfill that role.
Thank you.

M5. BROOKS: Keith Jessup

MR, JESSUP: |'m Keith Jessup
wi th Advanced American Diving Service, Inc. 1'm
t he Purchasi ng Manager and I T person, and | take
care of our special project for our properties.
| entered the marine industry in January of
1966 here in Portland at Northwest Marine
Ironworks. It's been a pleasure to see through
the years the advancenents that's taken place
t hr oughout the conmunity along with seeing the
i mpact economically. And I'malso pleased to
see the environnental level that is continuing to
go forward.

Advanced Anerican Diving is very
supportive of this project and is excited to see
it go forward. And our main critical mistake to
| ose any ground that we have earned up to this
point, as far as what our future holds for us.

It would be just a traumatic nmistake to be able
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to lose that. But nowis the tine to go
forward; not five years fromnow or ten years
fromnow. It would be way too expensive to
acconplish the sane thing. Thank you.

M5. BROCKS: Ji m Townl ey.

MR TOMLEY: | too want to
t hank you for giving us the opportunity to
conmment. | didn't conme with prepared remnarKks.
I"mgoing to basically talk about the people
that provide services on the river and those who
recei ve services fromthe naritine industry.

| represent the Col unbia R ver
St eanshi p Qperators Association. And as such,
those are the individuals that are bringing big
ships into the river. Those are the people that
operate tugs and barges from Lew ston, |daho,
down the coast to Coos Bay, up the coast to\
Gray's Harbor, and beyond. And these fol ks have
a major stake -- especially during these
recessionary tines -- in the jobs that have been
lost and the jobs that |I've wi tnessed being | ost
just in the last couple of years. This channel
deepening is one of the bright Iights that
of fers us hope to continue to stay in the gane.

I want to talk a little bit
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about the CRSA because it's in its 80th year
right now During that 80 years, it has
participated in healthy debates such as these to
hel p determine the direction of our region and
the capital inprovements that it needs to stay
cost conpetitive.

W' ve had a hand in guiding
t hese objectives and in furthering our own
obj ectives, which is to try and draw i ncreasingly
nore trade in the region and the revenues and
jobs that go with that. The people of the
Paci fic Northwest who enjoy the benefits brought
to themby international maritinme trade have a
reputation for being very practical and
hard-wor ki ng. And evidence of that is often --
can be found in the earliest seals that they
used and their synmbols to show it was inportant
to themnow, and it was inportant to their
future.

The first seal for the Pacific
Nort hwest was in essence a shock of wheat and a
sal non. There were other -- other things on it,
but that commanded attention. The first
territorial seal had those sane synbols, plus at

the center a sailing ship, indicating that the
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peopl e recogni zed the inportance of trade even
then. This is the 1850s.

When the State seal for O egon
al one was forned, slight change: The sailing
ship is still there, but it's sailing off to the
left. In the center of the seal for the state
of Oregon, there's a newfangled invention called
the steanship. |If you were redesigning a sea
today for the Pacific Northwest, | woul d suggest
that at the center, the practical hard-working
peopl e of Oregon would put a deep draft ocean
ship; probably with a container of grain or sone
ot her type of port-indicating symbol right
al ongside. It's always been inportant to us. It
continues to be inportant to us.

A deeper channel, | want to
point out, is a safer channel. | haven't heard
that mentioned yet. There's nore water under the
keel . And even though it allows ships to cone
wi th deeper drafts, you' ve got to keep in mind
that the Panama Canal is still alimting
feature. And that nmeans that we'll be able to
handl e the deeper draft ships. But by and
| arge, nost of the ships that cone here are

going to have nore water under the keel. That's
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an environmental -- that's a safety feature as
wel | as a navigational safety feature.

And 1'Il just finish by pointing
out that the cost conpetitive issue is the
bottomline. Cost conpetitiveness here gives our
farnmers in eastern Oregon, eastern Washi ngton
and | daho and even further east and up to as
many as 40 states benefit -- in the United
States benefit by the use of our railroad
system Market access that is far cheaper than
woul d be otherwise if our systemwas not here to
conpete with the M ssissippi and other coasts on
the -- ports on the west coast.

It al so gives us continued jobs
we' ve heard about, the revenues we enjoy, and
ot her benefits. W shouldn't forget that the
whol e | ock and dam system we enjoy right nowis
a result of navigation servitude that led to the
ancillary bend at the time, the electrification
of the region, hydro power, and flood protection
If we want to continue to be players in the
i nternational gane and we want to continue to
enjoy the capital benefits that maritine trade
brings along with the ancillary ones, we cannot

afford not to deepen this channel. Thank you.
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M5. BROOKS: Brad d ark

MR, CLARK: CGood afternoon. M
name's Brad Clark, and | serve as President of
Local 4 of the International Longshore Warehouse
Uni on.

First, I'd like to stress the
i nportance of this project to the rank and file
nmenbers that |'ve been el ected to represent.
The Port of Vancouver enpl oyees 153 full-tinme and
70 part-tine |longshore workers. These jobs are
desirable fanm|ly wage jobs. These jobs all ow many
of our workers to support their fanmlies the
ol d-fashi oned way: Wth one incone. Due to our
ability to make a |living wage, many of our
nmenbers and their spouses take advantage of the
opportunity by playing active roles in our
churches, school systens, and little |eagues.

I'd first like to stress that
statistics on an issue like this mean very
little to ne. | have no concept of the
mllions of dollars that this costs; no concept
of the nmillions of dollars that this generates,
nor do |l -- do I have a concept of how those
mllions of dollars would positively affect or

hi nder our state's econonmy. The one statistic
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that | would |ike to speak about though is the
statistic of the 40,000 |ocal jobs and 59, 000
northwest jobs that will be affected by this
project. The reason |I'mgoing to address that
statistic is that | don't believe it. | believe
wat er borne trade on the Colunbia R ver affects
many nore jobs than these. Yes, there's the
obvi ous ones like my job, river pilots, deck
hands on tugs, Port Authority enpl oyees. Then
there's jobs that were recognized with a little
nore thought, like the wheat farners, truck
drivers, inporters and local manufacturers. Jobs
such as these are the ones that | assunme nake
up that statistic. But if we all look alittle
closer, we're going to see that there's many
nore jobs that are influenced by the Col unbia
Ri ver.

Qur jobs allow people to shop,
eat in restaurants, vacation, and spend noney in
other parts of our state. Take away those jobs,
and you will see an inpact on businesses, both
| arge and small, throughout our conmunities.
Wt hout these jobs, workers will be forced to
rel ocate to larger conmunities.

| want everyone to | ook at
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towns in Oregon such as Newport, Astoria, and
Coos Bay. |'d like everyone to |ook at towns
i n Washi ngton such as Port Canpbell and Port
Angel es. For many years, the waterborne trade
of logs in these conmunities ran those
comunities. Wen that waterborne trade
dwi ndl ed, it affected everyone in the
conmunities. As people noved away, there becane
-- becane | ess of a denmand for everything from
gas stations to grocery stores. Small businesses
that could not survive on the tourismthat our
beautiful states attracts had no choice but to
cl ose their doors.

Fam | ies nmoving away created
| ess of a denmand for teachers, doctors, and
construction workers. These jobs al so show the
af fect that waterborne trade has on a community
such as ours that is driven by the health and
conpetitiveness of the Colunbia River.

I would like to offer the
Colunbia River as a -- as vital to the cities
of Vancouver and Longview that ganbling is to
Las Vegas, the entertainment industry is to Los
Angel es, and the autonobiles are to Detroit.

I nporters and exporters will forever take
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advant age of new technol ogi es that shi pping
conpani es cone up with to nove cargo faster
cheaper, nore efficiently, and in greater
vol unes. These technol ogi es nandate that the
shi ppi ng conpani es build oceangoi ng vessel s t hat
require deeper drafts in order for those
conpanies to remain conpetitive.

Soon, all of the smaller ships
wi || be decomm ssioned and replaced by deep draft
vessels. It's paramount for the communities that
depend on international trade to do everything in
their power to keep base. So on behal f of
Local 4 and as a personal voice of many workers
t hr oughout our state, | urge you to support this
project. Thank you.

MS. BROOKS: Ted Farnsworth.

MR, FARNSWORTH: |'m Ted
Farnsworth. |'ve worked on the Col unbia River
ever since 1942, and |'ve seen changes that npst
of you can't imagine. | wi sh the Corps of
Engi neers woul d take the sand and nove it off
the front of my property that they put in there
over a period of the last 50 years. | amthe
only one that's speaking on the part of the

ecology of the river. Mst of the people are
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i nvol ved in noney. Mney is fine. But what
does it do for the river?

This brochure with a nice clean
packet of sand is a good exanple of what the
Cor ps of Engi neers has done to the Col unbia
Ri ver over the last 70 years. Sand doesn't grow
one thing. It takes fine silt and nud to
repl enish the fields and the bottomlands to
rai se the ecological chain -- the grasses, the
al gae, the plankton that feeds all of our
system As the Corps of Engi neers has punped
sand in on the different areas, they've covered
up all of the ecological chain. There's no
| onger an ecol ogi cal chain. Take Frenchman's
Bar, which nmany of you are famliar with
Frenchman's Bar was conprised of three islands
many years ago: Caterpillar |Island, Hayes
I sland, Hulette Island (phonetic). You could run
i nl and behind that -- those three islands, al
the way to Blue Rock Landing, which is the base
of the Flushing Channel that goes into Vancouver
Lake now. All of that area grew grass in the
threshes that was 12 and 15 feet high. As the
wat er went down, the nutrients that went into

the river were magnified. And they fed our
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whol e ecol ogi cal chain for the river. This sand
doesn't grow anything except a few cottonwood
trees.

Anot her good exanple is lve's
I sland (phonetic). The Corps of Engi neers has
punped that up there. It doesn't grow anything,
except it makes a tremendous nesting place for a
nonnative species that nornally would be out on
the coast. But they've noved inland. And now
t hey take tremendous anounts of our downstream
snolts. | would Iike to see that island punped
back into the river where it belongs, and the
sand that is covering places |like Frenchman's Bar
renoved and put in places.

And right now, the Corps of
Engi neers is spending billions of dollars to
restore the Mssouri to what it once was.
They're trying to do the sane thing on the
Col unbia River that they've done on the M ssour
River. There's billions of dollars being spent
to restore what the Corps of Engineers has
destroyed. Ladies and gentlenen, this is -- If
they woul d punmp good stuff in there instead of
bare sand that doesn't grow anything, it would

be fine. But that silt is all trapped above
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the settling ponds; these dans up above. And it
has no way of getting down here.

The farm and -- take the Nile
River Delta. The Nile River Delta is the richest
land in the world, and it used to produce 18
and-a-half cuttings of alfalfa per year. Wthout
the floods that feed it because of the building
of the dans, they're now down to 14 cuttings a
year. And that would -- trend will continue.
Much of the Nile Delta has disappeared because
the erosion -- the sand is -- It doesn't hold.
It takes the nud and the silt to hold that sand
in place. The dredging off of the end of the
North Jetty has created a terrible hazard down
there for boaters and so forth. These are al
things that need to be addressed. Thank you.

M5. BROCKS: Paul Riggs.

MR RIGGS: Paul Riggs. |
represent the International Brotherhood of
El ectrical Wrkers. W support the channe
deepeni ng project as an inportant el enment of the
regional transportation infrastructure. If we
fail to keep up with the tines and shi pping,
we'll put the areas of commerce at a

di sadvant age, and the econony and job growth of
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the entire area will suffer. Thank you.

M5. BROOKS: J. M chael Zachary.

MR, ZACHARY: Good afternoon. M
nane's M ke Zachary. | stand before you as a
citizen of southwest Washington and the greater
northwest. Also standing before you as a Port
expert in the maritinme industry. |'ve personally
been involved with over 62 strategic nmaster plans
t hr oughout the world involving nmore than 300
separate nmarine and internodal facilities. The
| argest project | was responsible for was the
Port of Los Angel es/Port of Longbeach 20/20 pl an.
That resulted in 2500 acres of fill being put in
the San Pedro Bay and nore than 10 billion
dollars worth of infrastructure inprovenents in
the San Pedro area to do nothing nore than
i nprove the capacity of those two ports.

Each of the 62 deep water ports
and the 300 nmarine facilities had three major
conponents for port through-play: One was roads
and hi ghways. The other was rail access, and
third and probably nost inportant is waterway
access. Every one of those ports had one or
nore of the above inpacted either by nature or

by the congestion of the area that was in.
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The Pacific RRmCargo -- that's
cont ai nerized cargo -- has been increasing by 7
percent per year for the last 15 years. This
is agrowmh rate that will result in the
doubling of cargo every ten years.

Wil e the regional ports will
not see the 6,000 TEU nega vessels that are
currently calling on the ports in Los Angel es
and Long Beach and Seattle, there is a cascadi ng
effect that all vessels will eventually conme to
the ports of the I ower Colunbia. These ports
nmust remain conpetitive with every other west
coast port. Because every port of the | ower
Colunbia is, in fact, in conpetition with every
west coast port, including the port of Vancouver
British Colunbia. It is inperative that in
order for the ports of the lower Colunbia to
remai n viabl e and conpetitive, the deepening
project must be conpleted in a tinmely fashion

This is not only a regional
project. There are several studies that indicate
very clearly that the capacity issues of every
west coast port will be put to the test and put
to the linmt by the amount of cargo they can --

they can carry across their docks in the near
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future -- beginning within the next 20 years.

The maj or projects that are
currently occurring on the west coast by other
ports -- not only the 20/20 plan previously
nmentioned, but the Al ameda Corps, which is rai
access to Los Angel es/ Longbeach -- the dredging
and rail access in the Bay area for ports of
QGakl and and San Franci sco and the conpletely new
deep water berths in Vancouver, British Col unbi a.
We need this project. Not only to renmain
conpetitive, but to ensure that all the | ower
Col unmbi a ports remain viable for both comrerce
and national defense. Thank you.

M5. BROCKS: Edward Bar nes.

MR, BARNES: My nane is Edward
Barnes. |'ma nenber of the Washington State
Transportation Conmission. | want to thank the
Corps for comng here today to have public
testinmony to make sure that this project does
what it's supposed to do; that it's done right.
On behal f of Aubrey Davis, the Chairnman of the
Conmi ssion, all seven nenbers are very supportive
of this project. W worked extrenely hard in
order to make sure that the noney necessary for

the match for the state of Washi ngton passes

Vancouver afternoon-43

43



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

44

t hrough the legislature the same as the state of
Oregon did.

This is a vital transportation
service for not just the state of Washi ngton
but Oregon, Idaho, all the way back to the
m dwest. So as a Commi ssioner, our job is to
make sure that we provide the best transportation
system possi ble for the people, whether it's
rail, air, highways and that. And so we're very
supportive for what the Corps is doing. W hope
that -- that this project will go forward just
as quick as it can. And thank you very nuch
for the tinme today.

M5. BROOKS: Larry Paul son

MR, PAULSON: Thank you. |
would Iike to add ny thanks and good afternoon
for your coming to the city of Vancouver and
state of Washington for this hearing. [|'mlLarry
Paul son. | have the privilege of being the
Executive Director of the Port of Vancouver. |
would like, if I have tine, to speak and add to
the thoughts relating to the econom c and
personal people aspects, if you will, of this
project. But | would like to speak instead --

at least fromny perspective -- to the
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environnental issues, the process, and the
results that have cone about during this -- the
process that brings us to the suppl enental
Envi ronnent al | npact Statenent.

| have the privilege to serve
on the reconsultation teamfor the past, oh
year and-a-half two years now serving with
representatives of the U S. Arny Corps of
Engi neers, U.S. Fish & WIldlife Service, and
Nati onal Marine Fisheries Service. | represent
interests of six ports that have been the | oca
sponsors with their respective states in working
t hrough questions, answers, and ultinmately the
bi ol ogi cal opinions that eventually came out from
t hose process.

Let me rem nd everyone that the
ports in the states have a significant interest
in this economcally; not just for the jobs, for
the benefit to our econony, for the increase we
believe that will result in the deepening of the
channel , but that we have a cost factor. W
have a responsibility for 35 percent of the cost
of this project. So we have an interest in
seeing it done efficiently, but also seeing it

done wel | .
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The purpose of the
reconsultation process was to collectively
under stand what the questions -- the right
guestions were to be asked -- and hopefully, to
arrive at answers collectively that woul d
determ ne what if any inpacts would result from
t he deepening of this channel, which is only 600
feet wide and only about 54 percent of which
needs to be deepened. And only about 3.5
percent of the river affected it if you take it
on a vertical straight up el ement.

How it would affect the
environnent: Through that process, we | ooked at
it and brought in an independent scientific
group. W had an open positive eval uation by
them and by others. Laura was kind enough to
summari ze sone of the processes and sone of the
studi es that we've gone through to take a | ook
at and nake sure we have those -- not only
ri ght questions, but the right answers for this
-- for this to cone about for the biologica
opi ni ons to be acconplished.

And | will add personally that
when we started that process, there were

di sagreenents anong t he Federal agencies and the
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ports. And there were concerns, and there were
different issues that needed to be addressed.
But as we proceeded through this process, it
becanme clear that the right questions could be
asked. The right answers could be obtained.
And these biol ogical opinions could be issued,
whi ch eventually occurred after a year and-a-half
of extensive effort. And not only were they
i ssued. But they are, | believe, significantly
credi ble, straightforward, and show that this
deepening -- This project can be acconplished in
an environnental |y appropriate way.
Laura again went on and
expl ai ned sone of the mitigation restoration
issues that will be taken care of. But | think
sone of the points that need to be enphasi zed
i nclude the fact of restoration. The ecosystem
restoration projects which we believe will result
not only in not injuring the river, if you wll,
but making it better; providing a better
ecosystem and environment now and for the future.
The adaptive managenent aspect.
The nonitoring, if you will, I think is a
significant part of this process. The agreenent

by the parties, including the ports and the
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Federal agencies, to nmake sure that we continue
to nonitor what happens in the river. The
Benson Beach project, which we've begun just
recently to help deal with the erosion issues on
t he Washi ngton side of the river.

We believe, again, that the
bi ol ogi cal opinions are credible, defensible, and
appropriate for this project to be done. And
we encourage you to go forward with the
finalization and the issuing necessary approvals
and pernits for this process. | nay add we

wi Il be adding additional witten comments |ater

Thank you.

M5. BROCKS: John Wite.

MR, VWH TE: Good afternoon. M
nane's John White. | don't have any prepared

remar ks, but | wanted to cone down and offer
sone observations kind of along Larry's |ine of
the process that's gone on here. But | want to
do it -- | guess nore froma 10,000 foot |evel.
I've watched this process with really kind of a
split personality.

On one hand, | own a consulting
firmthat specializes in natural resources

consulting, the J.D. Wite Conpany, anong other
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service lines. So we have watched the evolution
of the ecol ogical side of this with great
interest; and frankly, with a critical eye.

On the other hand, | have
served as Chair of the Board of the Geater
Vancouver Chanber of Commerce for two terns,
which is really when I first becane fully aware
and involved in the project. So | -- My first
imersion init was really fromthe econonic
si de.

What's of interest to nme is
that as you' ve gone down the path, the
environnental and econonmic interests, in ny view
anyway, have really beconme a line. There has
been a nelding of interests here that | think
has resulted in a project that is far better
than it was two years ago and certainly better
than it was five years ago. And | comend you,
and | commend, frankly, the process for that.
Because | think that's successful

| heard an interview w th
soneone on the radio this norning. | didn't
catch her name. But she was asked, "Wat are
you going to do if they nove ahead?" She said,

"W're going to sue." That's an unfortunate
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position to be taking, in ny view, during the
comment period. | would hope the enphasis would
be on providing constructive renarks so the
project gets -- a good project gets even better
before we get to the finish |ine.

But | conmmend you, and
commend this conmmunity and the conmunities of the
| ower Colunbia for involving thenselves in a
process that | think frankly worked right, and
worked just like it was supposed to. Thank you.

M5. BROCKS: Brad Shah

MR SHAH: CGood afternoon. M
nane's Brad Shah. | represent SD Services at
Port of Vancouver. The perspective I'mgoing to
give you -- | have been in chenical business for
the last thirty sone years. |'ve worked in the
northwest; first on other side of the river; now
here. And how nuch inpact ny job having access
to the water for conmercial purpose. My previous
job, we got all of the raw material by ship
So it was very inportant we get basalt. Because
there were two nornalities: Electricity and
salt. And two years ago, on the ship for
qual ity purpose, and Captai n says, "You know,

t hese bunps are -- It's getting pretty hard to
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come here." And it was even harder to cone
before. Because those |arge ships woul d not
cone to Portland with full |oads. They had to go
first on the north, enpty the load, then cone to
Portland to do the job.

And we -- It was also in
Portland when we had downtine in the business.
W had to export. And we had a |ot of the
shi ps dump off the | oad we cannot manage on our
docks. There were so nuch -- it was a cruise
ship. So here is the point: That nedi umsized
or snall-sized business does depend on barging to

survive and sustain their business; to have good

CS' s.

In ny new job, again, | worked
on the river; by the river. I'm-- M trade
is chemistry. | care for quality. | used to

check environnental sanple of river water to see
how good it is. | appreciate the beauty. |
appreci ate the beauty from Port of Vancouver when
| leave ny building and -- So we do want a

sound nmanagenent of our ecosystem But | also
see here people want to do business with us.

They want to bring their Iicense and their

chemicals to this port. But they're also
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wondering can they bring in the right quantity
in a decent manner?

Al so, people want to build sone
snmal | businesses. But they al so need -- They
see you. Because they have done business wth
us. They want to extend. So they are | ooking
at you. So it does play a key role that -- to
see ocean channel s when they make the deci sion
whet her to cone here or not. So this is a
firsthand -- that | can give you how it inpacts.
So please keep in mnd -- | do appreciate your
ecosystemwi th everyone el se, and we do want --
But to sustain our econony, keep it -- nmaintain
the base we have. |It's inportant we have a --
an up-to-date technol ogy and nore transportation
avai | abl e here. Thank you.

M5. BROOKS: JimDe Stael. Did
| pronounce it correctly?

MR DE STAEL: 1'Il followthe
first instruction. |It's De Stael

M5. BROOKS: De Stael. Thank
you.

MR. DE STAEL: Col onel, thank you
and the Corps of Engineers for giving ne the

opportunity to speak today. |'mhere as a
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private citizen and registered voter for all you
politicians out there. I'mhere to express ny
support for the proposed Col unbia Ri ver Channe
| mprovenent Project.

I ndifference to remarks by
previ ous speakers, ny viewis also sinple. |
also believe it is -- that this project is
essential to future comerce on the Col unbia
Ri ver and the continued economc growth of al
the industries in the Colunbia R ver Basin that
rely on that comrercial artery. As many who
have testified before me can attest, the positive
af fects of conpleting this project would reach
t he I daho border and -- And conversely, so would
the negative affects of failing to go forward
with this project. | recognize that the main
concern woul d probably be environnental. But |
believe that the risk is already being
satisfactorily mtigated. And I'mnew to
famliarity with this project, and |I'm pleased to
see the neasures that are being taken and
out | i ned.

| also heard a previous speaker
make nention of the increased safety of the

deeper draft. And let ne nake a note here that
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| certainly would concur with that. Having
served in the Navy for nore than 25 years,
there's nothing I like better than nore water
under the keel. So in conclusion, |I'd just |ike

to register my support for your project. Thank

you.
M5. BROOKS: Philip Massey.
MR, MASSEY: Thank you for the
opportunity to testify today. |1'm Captain Philip

Massey, and |'m a nenber of the Col unbia River
Pilots Association. |'ve made a living on the
Col umbia, WIllanette, and Snake Rivers along the
Paci fic Coast for 36 years. As an advocate of
t he deeper, safer channel, 1'd like to address
an irony that's been preval ent throughout the
years of channeling deepening study that's been
goi ng on.

Over the past -- Excuse ne.
Over the past 50 years, the general public has
devel oped a justifiable cynicismw th dealing
with -- with their dealings with the government
and big business. They were m sl ead about
Vi et nam Watergate, lIran Contra, and so on
They' ve been lied to by big tobacco and nost

recently, Enron, Arthur Anderson, Wrldcom and

Vancouver afternoon-54



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

others. Many of us have cone to believe that
government and big business lie, while
environnental groups tell the truth. The irony
is that during the years of study of channel
deepeni ng, the opposite has been true. The
opponents have told the public that this is a
rush job.

For over 12 years, this project
has undergone study after study by governnent,
i ndustry, environmental and nedia entities. |
shudder to think how many mllions of dollars of
t axpayer dollars have been wasted on studies and
restudies. It nade sense twelve years ago, and
it makes sense today. The opponents of Brandon
(phonetic) have polluted and toxic, and even
radi oactive dredge spoils. Wile there are
cont am nated areas al ong the banks of the
Portl and harbor, the Colunbia dredge materials
have a | ong history of being used for
construction projects, public parks, beaches and
even children's sandboxes.

Envi ronmental extrem sts would
have us believe that the river is in a downward
spiral. That is just not true. City and town

di scharges are the best they've ever been
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Tugs, ships, and recreational vessels now contain
all their waste stored and -- to be properly
di sposed of ashore.

Wien | started on the river,
you could go nonths w thout seeing a bald eagle.
Today, the sightings are daily, along with
ospreys, herons, mallards, swans and dozens of
other birds that nake their living on clean
heal thy river.

One mght ask if all the fish
are gone, what are these birds eating?
Sel f - appoi nt ed shi ppi ng experts say that it is
ridiculous to have ships cone from100 niles
inland to deliver and receive cargo. |'d ask
t hose experts to take a look at a map. Find
out how many hours it takes to get ships to and
fromlarger ports |Iike Houston, New Ol eans,
Bat on Rouge; even New York and Baltinore. Look
at how many niles Tacomm, Seattle, Vancouver B.C.
-- B.C. are fromthe ocean. The fact is our
-- The fact is our six to eight-hour transit
times for tankers and boats carrying tomato juice
is very conpetitive with the other west coast
ports.

Dreaners continue to tell us
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that our effort should be dedicated for Astoria.
I was once an advocate of that nyself. Twenty
years ago, there was an effort to | ocate a super
grain termnal in Astoria and supply it al nost
entirely with up river barges. Turns out
shi ppers don't want to be obligated to just one
node of transportation. They need to have the
option of rail and truck

Today, grain termnals need to
be able to process 100 car unit trains and
havi ng space for 300 and 600 railroads.
Container facilities need even nore rail space,
al ong with space for hundreds of trucks and
t housands of containers. The inpact and expense
of building a heavy-duty two-rail line and
four-1lane nodern highway to Astoria could be
many, many tines that of devel opi ng and
mai ntai ning a river channel

On your next drive to Astoria,
take note of how nany niles of sensitive
wet | ands the hi ghway and rail would pass through
Try to imagine bridges, trestles, and the fill
that would be required. MIIlions of Oegon
lottery dollars went to dredgi ng the Tongue Poi nt

docks and turning basin. And to this day, the
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only revenue that facility generates is storage
of a few barges.

['mtold the -- I"'mtold the
area has filled back in. Mwving the region's
shi ppi ng needs to the nouth of the river is such
aridiculous fantasy, it nerits absolutely no
further conment or consideration.

Those who think that they know
a | ot of about econom cs have said Portland and
Vancouver shoul d abandon their pursuit of ful
cargos and containers and go for niche cars. |
would like to point out it's the niche cargos
that have failed us. Fiber-optic cable docking
has quit. Alumnumoil (phonetic) blocks are
down, and | ogs and |unber are a fraction of the
past. W cannot support nore than 40,000 famly
wage j obs
and billions of tax dollar -- taxpayer-owned port
facilities with Pendl eton shares and Inte
processors.

Even with all the msinformation
the public has been fed, its strong majority
still supports the safer, deeper channel. Qur
area's suffering far nore than the other west

coast ports. The world has heard of dam
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breachi ng and drought probl ens and channel i ng
deepeni ng opposition, and the nessage has been
Col unbi a ports are closing for business. It is
vital to make up for lost time and noney and

nove ahead with this project with all speed.

Thank you.
M5. BROCKS: Peter Huhtal a.
MR, HUHTALA: H. M nane is
Peter Huhtala. |'mthe Executive Director of

Seadog, the Col unbi a Deepeni ng Qpposition G oup
I"'mfromAstoria. Thank you for the opportunity
to offer these initial coments. And wel cone,
Col onel Hobernicht. | really hope that you have
an enjoyable and rewardi ng stay here commandi ng
this district, and that you cone to |love the
Paci fic Northwest.

The Col unbia River estuary is
critical habitat for every run of salnmon in the
Col unmbia Basin. It is also critical to historic
waves of life and the vitality of |ong-standing
communities.

A recent newspaper report
descri bed the people of the lower river as
"hostile to the deepening project." | suppose

we are hostile, in the sense that pioneering
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Eur opeans encountered hostile native tribes.
VWhen sal non, snelt, |anmprey, sturgeon, crab and
rock fish that's eaten -- sustain us -- are

t hreat ened, when our fragile econony faces

anot her thrashing, when the health of our
children is at stake, we tend to get a little
def ensi ve

The deci si on whether to deepen
t he Col umbi a Ri ver shipping channel is -- in the
way proposed, is a major skirmsh in the battle
for the Colunbia River estuary. It is
unfortunately pronmoted in ways that mmc
warfare. |If the plan proceeds, there will be
clear winners and |l osers. The winners will be
certai n shippi ng conpani es; many foreign-based,
nost nultinational corporations. And with
nebul ous advantage, but clearly engaged in the
axis are regional interests who fear a gradua
erosi on of nmarket access.

Obvi ous | osers include the
commerci al fishernen of the estuary and near
shore ocean, the famlies and conmmunities of the
| ower river, the Tribes of the Colunbia Basin
and all who depend on a relatively healthy

estuary ecosystem for existence, enjoynent, and
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spiritual nourishnment. Good peopl e have nade
poor choi ces about the design and timng of this
navi gati on i nmprovenent.

The nobst vexing problemis what
to do with the incredibly massive volunes to be
dredged. A reasonable and equitable solution nay
not be forthcoming. The latest plan offers to
dunp mllions of tons of sedinent in estuary
wat ers, destroying much of a rare, innovative,
| owi npact fishery, dimnishing opportunities for
aquatic devel opnent, killing endangered sal non,
and increasing -- yes -- the distribution of
toxi c contaninants.

| guess that draws a battle
line in the sand. Although it's widely accepted
that this battle will extend to the court
system the real struggle is -- is within the
hearts and minds of the people of the great
nor t hwest .

| guess | should add guts.
Because | don't believe that this region can
stomach the inequity, the unfair tranpling upon
the icons of salnmon and historical |ife-styles.
W desperately need an about face, to borrow

another mlitary trend. It should no |onger be
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acceptable to fight anong ourselves, to set up
t hese public works projects so that relative
political power nmakes for w nners and | osers.
W need a new approach.

| envision the Corps as part of
the | eadership in an anbitious plan to protect,
enhance, and restore the Col unbia R ver estuary.
We can end the pollution, stop the destruction
and build healthy habitats. Instead of tacking
on specul ative and misnanmed restoration to a
project that would further degrade the estuary,
we can approach the lower river systemas -- as
ariver -- as a systemthat cries for overal
i nprovenent. Wthin this context, navigation
i mprovenent could naturally energe.

This is a way for the Corps to
rebuild credibility. It is also the springboard
to regional peace. Wth -- and -- and
enconpassi ng conservation -- true conservation --
and a superior econony, we mght just forget why
we're fighting. The first step is a courageous
wi t hdrawal of this deepening project fromfurther
consideration. | urge you, Colonel Hobernicht,
to make this reconmendati on. Thank you.

MS. BROOKS: Scott Patterson
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MR PATTERSON: Cood afternoon
My nane is Scott Patterson. |'m here today
representing the greater Vancouver Chanber of
Commrerce. And like a few others, | do not have
prepared comments. But | do want to add a few
t hi ngs, and echo the sentinments of nany of the
i ndi vi dual s who have gotten up and spoken in
favor of the project.

I've had the great fortune,
actually, in a previous line of work as a
congressional staffer in the md 1990s to begin
wor ki ng and getting very familiar with this
project. And if you would have told nme at that
time that 1'd be standing here in a different
capacity in 2002 testifying in a simlar public
hearing, | probably wouldn't have believed you.
But here | am

The Chanber is a strong
supporter of this project -- has been for a
nunmber of years -- and shares this support with
a nunber of other business organizations in the

Vancouver area. Colunbia R ver Economc

Devel opnent Council is one of them And
believe you' Il be hearing from another one here
shortly.
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The benefits have been -- have
been stated very well by many of the proponents.
They're quite obvious, in terms of additiona
river conmerce, econony, jobs that inpact people.
The studi es that have been done and redone have
al ways focussed and not |ost sight of those
jobs. But they've al so enhanced the
environnental benefits that | believe are
nunerous. And we commend the Corps on the
efforts; also on the sponsor ports for sticking
with this project and realizing it to the end.

So I'mjust here to urge you to
continue to nove forward; hopefully wap this up
very soon. And we'll be there to be strong
supporters. And I'mvery anxious to see this
actual |y happen. So thank you.

M5. BROCKS: G nger Metcalf.

MS. METCALF: CGood afternoon
I'"'m G nger Metcalf, the Executive Director of
Identity Clark County. W represent comunity
and econom c devel opnents in Cark County and 87
maj or corporate |leaders within the Cark County
region.

My adniration too is extended to

the ports and the industries that have pursued
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this effort and their conpliance with the many
demands and requests that have been placed on
t hem because of this project. And to the rest

of us too who have stood in the sidelines

urging themon. It's denonstrative, if you
will, of the inportance of the project to the
regi on.

One of the tools we have to
of fer perspective enployers is the basis for the
transportation of goods. One piece of that
basis is several challenged beyond our ability to
keep up with denand. And that is surface
transportation. Cost of quality of |ife-w se,
cost of getting goods to nmarket-w se, we cannot
afford to have additional trucks on roads. W
need to get product transport -- transported in
the nost cost effective, environnmentally friendly
manner possi bl e.

As with our forefathers, the
river with which we are bl essed offers that
opportunity. In this fiercely conpetitive world
of recruitment of industries that provide jobs,
the entire Colunbia River region affected by the
proposed channel dredging project will be

enhanced with the addition of that tool that
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provide for the accommodati on of deeper draft
vessel s. Thank you for visiting our community,
and thank you for providing this opportunity to
share the vital nature of this project to our
region.

MS. BROOKS: Dave Ri pp

MR RIPP. H. |I'mDave R pp
I'mthe Executive Director for the Port of
Wbodl and. Thank you for providing the
opportunity for the Port of Wodl and to coment
on the draft of the supplenent feasibility report
and the EIS for the Col unbia R ver Channe
Deepeni ng Proj ect.

Coupl e points I want to touch
Deepeni ng the Col unbia River navigation channe
is critical to maintaining maritime comerce and
sust ai ni ng business, farns; especially during
these difficult economc tines.

The project has broad-based
support from busi nesses, |abor unions, farnmers,
ports, and conmunities throughout the northwest.
Over 40,000 local fanmily wage jobs are dependent
on, and anot her 59, 000 northwest jobs are
i nfluenced by the Colunbia River maritine

comerce. Mre than a thousand businesses rely
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on the Colunbia River to transport products
around the world.

This project will require
dredging just 50 -- fifty-four percent of the
navi gati onal channel; only three and-a-half
percent of the total Colunbia River between the
mout h and Port of Vancouver. The renaining
areas of the channel are already naturally deeper
than 43 feet.

The suppl enental report is a key
part of the project's sensitive environnental
review, which is inportant to both nitigating
both [ ocal and environnmental inpacts, and
insuring that this project |eaves the river
better off than beforehand.

The estuary and ecosystem for
the Colunbia River are inportant and can be
protected and enhanced whil e the channe
deepeni ng project advances. The Col unbia R ver
channel deepening project will benefit both the
economny and environment .

In closing, | urge you to
finalize the supplenental report and grant the
pendi ng regul atory permits and approvals to nove

this inportant project to conpletion. Thank you.
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MS. BROOKS: Liz Wi nwight.

M5. WAl NVRI GHT: Good afternoon
My nane is Liz Wainwight. |'mthe Executive
Director for the Merchant Exchange, the maritine
Fire Safety Association and O ean Rivers
Cooperative. On behalf of these organizations
and the other organizations that the Merchant
Exchange manages, thank you for the opportunity
to provide testinony today. The Merchant's
Exchange has been uni quely involved in conmerce
and wel | -being of this community since its
establishment in 1879. 1In 1879, the Exchange
was organized to -- by local businessnmen to
provi de vessel and cargo information to the
conmunity when a ship entered the Col unbia River,
bringing with it commerce and trade to support
and foster the devel opnent of our
Colunbia/ Wl l anette River system

These services continue today.
As the Executive Director of the Exchange, the
full inpact of conmerce and trade that enters
our region is well-known to me. Though we are
a small organization with only 16 enpl oyees, we
manage and provi de support to eight

mari ne-rel ated nenber associ ations, as well as

Vancouver afternoon-68



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

69

i ndi vi dual nmenbers who total upwards of 180
organi zati ons, each with a broad spectrum of
menbershi p, each with its enpl oyees, each
contributing to the econony of our area.

My 16 enpl oyees pay taxes,
pur chase service, goods, and participate in the
viability of the conmunity and are very concerned
and supportive of the channel deepening. The
Maritime Fire & Safety Association and C ean
Ri vers Cooperative are two cooperative
organi zations that provide energency response in
-- to fire -- marine fires and oil spill
response to the conmunity. They're both
conmitted to environnental stability in this
regi on and are supportive of this channe
deepeni ng as wel | .

The i nmportance of shipping to
the econonic well-being of our regionis -- if
not the nost, one of the nost significant. The
af fect caused by any | oss of trade resulting
froman inability to transverse our river system
woul d be incal cul abl e.

To adequately assess the inpact
of shipping, one nust start with the independent

fam |y and those -- the grain producers and
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t hose business that rely on farming. That
farmer and farmfamly is the infrastructure that
has built our econonmic stability going back to
our days of pre-statehood.

W thout an economic way to ship
grain and other products on -- from our
interior, it would becone nmuch nore difficult and
| ess cost-conpetitive to support this region. It
woul d conpound | osses, and it would nean a | oss
of jobs. This support -- this scenario
supported by the channel deepening, by the
busi nesses, the | abor unions, the farmers, ports,
and the communities. As you've already heard,
there's close to 100,000 jobs either directly or
indirectly which are relying on nmaritinme trade in
one form or another

Deepeni ng of the Colunbia River
channel is critical to naintaining these
busi ness, the jobs, and the comunities and the
fam lies that are supported by the river. Wth
channel deepening, our region will remain
conpetitive and viable. This project will ensure
that the Colunmbia River can acconmpdate the |arge
fuel -efficient ships that increasingly dom nate

the world trade
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As everyone is aware, the
current state of our economy mandates that we
provi de every opportunity possible to the
busi nesses of our region to remain viable. The
critical inportance of narine commerce to our
region i s dependent on cost-effective and
conpetitive transportation. The effect in the
navi gati on of the Colunbia R ver is dependent on
deepeni ng the channel from40 feet to 43 feet.
Wth this in mnd, the Colunbia R ver Channe
Deepening Project will benefit not only our
econorny, but our environment as well.

As a citizen of the Pacific
Northwest and all that it represents, the estuary
and ecosystem of the Colunbia River are inportant
and should be protected and can be enhanced by
this project. An independent panel concluded the
deepening wi Il have no neasurable affect on the
t hreat ened and endangered fish. Biologica
opi ni ons issued by the National Marine Fisheries
Service and U.S. Fish & Wlidlife Departnents
denonstrate the environnental protections and
benefits of this project. By ensuring safe
transit of our river system we will enhance the

saf eguards placed in the -- in place for our
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envi ronnent .

In closing, I1'd like to read
fromthe -- "Effective maritinme transportation is
vital to sustaining and strengthening our region
in this global econony and this trade-based
econony. | urge you to finalize the
suppl enental report and grant pending regul atory
permts and approval to nove the inportant
project to conpletion. Thank you for the
opportunity to speak for you."

M5. BROCOKS: Dan Janes.

MR JAMES: Cood afternoon. M
nane is Dan Janes. |'ma governnental
pr of essi onal based in Portland, but |I'mhere as
a private citizen today to speak in support the
Col unbi a River Channel Deepening Project and
encour age the Corps of Engineers to nmove forward
on finalization of plans. | sinply want to add
to what others have said to recognize that this
project is crucial to our region -- Oregon

Washi ngton, |daho, and Montana and really --

really the nation. It's critical to continue to
develop the rural interior of our -- of our
region. |It's especially the key in -- in -- on
the west side as well, given the fact that

Vancouver afternoon-72



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

we' re so dependent upon this river system and
commerce that it generates.

Wth that, 1'll sinply
encour age, again, the Corps to nove forward.
And | appreciate your tine. Thank you.

MS. BROCKS: Jonat han Schl uet er

MR, SCHLUETER Good afternoon
Col onel, and nenbers of the public. M nane is
Jonat han Schlueter. |'mthe Executive Vice
President of Pacific Northwest Gain & Feed
Association in Portland. |It's a regional trade
organi zation that represents the comercial grain
handl ers operating in the Pacific Northwest
states of Washington, O egon, |daho, and Montana.
In that description, I'mrepresenting 210
commercial grain el evator conpani es, aninmal feed
mlls, flower mlling conmpanies, processors of
grain and exporters of grain operating in these
four states.

And it's perhaps appropriate
before your 5 o' clock dinner hour to have a
representative of the agricultural community to
offer this testinmony in the few brief nmnutes
that we have here. Because we are the ones

t hat supply wheat, barley, corn, soybeans,
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sorghum various feed and grain nmaterials to 40
different countries around the world. And 95
percent of that grain which is grown in O egon
ends up in the exports stocks of our menber
facilities who are on the | ower Colunbia River
and nenber facilities up in the Puget Sound
District as well.

So there is a big denmand for
our grain and agricultural products around the
world -- growi ng demand for those products. As
you consider the testinony that's already been
presented here, and that which will be presented
later this evening, |'msure, you will be left
with a couple of conflicting coments and
t houghts. | would -- | would |ike to address
ny conments to four areas of issue.

First of all, that this is not
a local issue. This is not a Portland or a
Vancouver issue. This is very much a regiona
issue, and | would subnit a national issue.
Because havi ng descri bed the nenber of conpanies
| represent are scattered across four northwest
states. W're drawing grain here from1l states
as far east as Mnnesota, as far east as Kansas,

as far south as Arizona, and all points in
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between. Therefore, this issue and the decisions
made here locally and by our region will be
affecting farnmers and comunities and busi nesses
and supply those farners and communities in 11
western states. And so it is very nuch a
regional and national issue in scope.

Those of us who worry about our
| ocal econonmies -- local and regional issues --
have very nuch to consider the regional and
national inplications of those decisions as we
consi der this issue.

Nurmber two, those who worry
about the econony and jobs of this area need to
realize that 40,000 jobs are dependant on upon
t he Col unbi a/ Snake system and the comerce that
noves on this river systemand the infrastructure
that serves it. |Indeed, the channel deepening
project contends that it will expand those job
opportunities, create additional enploynent
opportunities, and indeed, represents the best
enpl oyment growt h opportunity that we have in
this region. At a tine when Oregon and
Washi ngton are facing sone of the worst
unenpl oynment situations in this country, |

suggest this is a very val uabl e and necessary
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project for this region and for the people that
live here.

Thirdly, you will hear nuch
about the environnental inplications and whet her
or not this is good for the environnment or has
i npacts agai nst the environnent. | suggest that
intrying to supply the food needs of a grow ng
pl anet, ny bet and nmy confidence is with the
Anerican farners. The Anerican farmer is the
best trained, best equi pped, best financed, best
skilled farmers in the world.

And at a tinme -- in the short
time that |'mallocated to testify here this
afternoon, the world's population is increasing
at a pace of 268 people per minute; thousand and
-- two hundred souls in the five mnutes that
I"mallocated. Those people expect to be fed.
My confidence is with the Anerican farmer to
supply those needs, rather than to rely on the
itinerate third world proper devising whatever
means or mechanisnms |left to his disposal to
provide for he and his fanily

And the inplication to the
envi ronnent here on the Colunbia R ver pale in

conpari son to sonme of the environnental
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degradation that nay be wecked upon other parts
of the world if we are to forego this
opportunity or nmiss this opportunity.

Fourth and finally, much in the
past year has been focussed on our own nationa
security and whether or not our nation is safe
and whet her or not we can -- we can do business
with other countries around the world.

In the next nonth, off the
Col unbia River District, the grain exporting
conpanies that | represent will be shipping
grain to North Korea, to Ethiopia, to Pakistan
and to Afghanistan, as well as food aid to
hungry nations in South Africa currently w ecked
by drought. People who trade cannot afford to
fight against each other. Trade fosters inproved
rel ati ons between people. And inproved relations
is-- at atime that we -- a time like this,
somet hing that we all desperately need and
desperately desire.

Trade fosters better dependency
and better relations anbng people. And this
project, by inproving trade opportunities,
al |l owi ng deeper draft vessels to carry needed

grain to the people and countries that need it,
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Those who criticize American
farmers or worry about the agricultural picture
of our country and whether or not we have a
stake in this river and in this issue should not
-- should not be criticizing Anerican farners
when your stomach is full. [It's time for your
di nner break. | ask you to consider these
poi nts as you do. Thanks.

M5. BROOKS: M. Crow.

MR CRON My nane is Mnyo Crow
(phonetic). | basically ama citizen here in
Vancouver, Washington. 1In addition to the
dredgi ng of the Colunbia River channel, a new
freeway nust also be in place between the ports
of Portland and Vancouver. It's absolutely
critical that merchant shipping conpani es nove
products in and out of the ports as efficiently
as possible. W nust be very aggressive in
conpeting for new business with other sea ports.
And w thout any attractions like this highway,
why shoul d they cone?

Ri ght now, nobst coastal seaports
are focussed on southeast Asian markets. But

wait five to seven years from now when the
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i mpl enentation of reforns takes into effect.
Russia will be the next big market. And we
nust be at the forefront. What that indicates
isit's critical that we definitely do dredge
the Colunbia River so we will be competitive
from New Zeal and all the way to our longtine
adversaries, Russia, and -- to nove products in
and out. To do what CGovernor Gary Locke was
promoting, as far as fromthe heartland of
Washi ngt on and Oregon's Made in Oregon products.
Get that out to the market. Distribute it to
the rest of the world; Europe, Asia, and
obviously Africa. W need to be conpetitive.
We need to go ahead and increase our
productivity as far as jobs, as far as quality
of liveability, and inprove our regiona
econormy. Because right now, O egon and Washi ngton
are not doing very well.

And | personally feel that the
best thing for this region, in addition to the
dredging, is a third bridge of the Colunbia
Ri ver basically connecting SR-500, SR-14,
tunnel ing through Forest Park, connecting to
H ghway 26 using the Burlington right of way.

|'ve already been soliciting the Bush
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Republ i can and some Denocratic candi dates to nove
our econony -- nove region forward. And let's
get the ball rolling. Thank you very nuch.

M5. BROCKS: |s there anyone in
the roomthat hasn't had a chance to speak that
didn't get an opportunity to sign up? Please
state your name when you're up front. Thanks.

M5. BRANER: Good afternoon. |
guess | amthe | ast one before dinner, so |'ll
try and be short. M nane's Loui se Braner
(phonetic). I'mthe Government Relations Director
and Counsel to the Pacific Northwest Waterways
Associ ati on

We advocate for Federal policy
in support of regional econom ¢ devel opnent, and
we represent nmultiple industries in both public
and private sectors in Washington, O egon
| daho, and Montana. Qur nenbership of
approxi nately 110 organi zati ons incl udes
i ndi viduals fromacross this region and i ncl udes
port authorities, tow and tug operators,
steanshi p operators, pilots, state econonic
devel opnent agenci es, |ocal governnents,

agriculture and forest products producers, energy
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i nterests, and consulting engi neers and
environnental consultants. W work with Congress,
Federal agencies and regi onal |eaders on
transportation, trade, energy, and environnenta
policies. | appreciate the opportunity to offer
coments on the DEIS. 1'lIl make sone brief
comments on the environnental issues. But the
bul k of my comments are addressed to the
econom ¢ benefits of the project.

We support the project and urge
that you continue taking all necessary steps
towards inplementation. W urge you to continue
the col | aborative, cooperative, nulti-agency
approach that you have used thus far, and we
urge you to continue seeking the public's input
as you have throughout this process.

We believe the project is
proceeding in an environnental ly sensitive manner
and further believe that many of the ecosystem
restoration projects proposed in the docunent
wi Il inprove sal nobn habitat restoration. The
Upper River Sal non Biol ogical Opinion states that
the | ower Colunbia River ecosystem needs to be
improved in order to inprove survival rates for

t he sal non as they nove downstream The project

Vancouver afternoon-81



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

as proposed in the docunment will help acconplish
those goals. In fact, initial corporation's
bei ng sought -- construction corporation is being

sought for ecosystemrestoration; not for
dr edgi ng.

This project is perhaps the nost
i mportant econom c devel opnent project for the
| ong-term prosperity of our region. The Col unbia
Ri ver and Snake River Ports support this project
for the obvious reasons: The deepening will
foster increased and nore efficient cost-effective
noverment of cargo. But at -- | probably don't
even need to address this after M. Schlueter
But my next subject was the agricultura
producers are supporting it in eastern -- eastern
O egon, Washi ngton and | daho.

Some of the issues that relate
to the agricultural producers -- if they don't
have -- if they don't have a conpetitive
Col unbi a Ri ver option for transporting their
cargo, then those -- That cargo is going to go
onto the trucks. The trucks are going to
congest the hi ghways; wear them down. There
isn't noney now to repair those roads. |It's

al so going to congest the railroads. And they
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are al ready congest ed.

This, of course, is going to
i mpact, you know -- the traffic delays will be
i mpacting the freight folks as well as passenger
traffic. And an uninproved Col unbi a Ri ver/ Snake
Ri ver system al so neans that if they don't have
the Colunmbia River to go to, the M ssissipp
Ri ver prices are going to go up because there's
not a conpetitive bal ance between the two
syst ens.

W' ve got cargo that cones into,
for exanple, Puget Sound, heading for Chicago.
If the ports in Puget Sound are congested with
grain that's going out, then they're not going
to be able to get container traffic noving east.
And that neans prices for everyone is going to
go up. But it also neans Washi ngton state,
which is the nost trade-dependent state in the
nation, will lose jobs and will |ose market
share -- further nmarket share to the southern
big ports in California.

If our transportation systemis
not mai ntained and i nproved, commerce will be
lost. And we as a society will not neet the

future needs of our <citizens; over 40,000
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fam |y wage jobs and anot her 59, 000 nort hwest

j obs depend directly or indirectly on the
Colunmbia River's maritine commerce. Mre than a
t housand businesses rely on this river to send
their products to the gl obal narket.

Clearly, PNWA believes that this
project is highly beneficial to the region and
the nation. |In fact, we believe that the Corps
new econom ¢ analysis is overly conservative and
greatly underestinates the benefits to the region
and nation. W respectfully request that the
techni cal review group carefully | ook at the
benefits side of the econonic question. |
appreci ate the opportunity to speak with you.
And -- Quess you're not asking questions. So
won't ask you that.

M5. BROOKS: | believe that's our
| ast speaker. You guys want to wap up?

COL. HOBERNI CHT: Again, | want
to thank you for comng. | know you all have
busy schedules. 1'Il be -- |I'mnot going
anywhere until 9:00. So if | have a chance to
talk to you, I'd sure like to neet you.

( MEETI NG ADJOURNED AT 5: 07 P. M)
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