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ACASS was developed in 1975, in response to The 1972 Brooks Architect-Engineer Act, Public 
Law 92-582. The Brooks Act requires the public announcement of requirements for A–E 
services by Federal agencies (with some exceptions provided by other statutes); selection of 
the most highly qualified firms based on demonstrated competence and professional 
qualifications; and the negotiation of a fair and reasonable price, starting with the highest 
qualified firm. Hence, the selection of A–E contractors is focused on qualifications, and not 
the lowest price. ACASS supports procedures defined in Part 36 of the Federal Acquisition 
Regulation (FAR).    

ACASS collects and distributes information used by Federal Government Selection committees 
in the process of awarding A–E contracts. This information includes the SF 330 part II A-E 
Qualifications Statement submitted by A-E firms to the Online Representations and 
Certifications Application (ORCA), limited DoD Contract Award information, and A-E 
Performance Evaluations.   Evaluations are retained in the ACASS system for six years from 
the date signed by the Rating/Evaluating Official.    
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