ROGUE BASIN PROJECT
CONSERVATION RELEASE SEASON OPERATING PLAN
WATER YEAR 2015

1. General

Operational planning for the conservation release season begins with the January forecast and
continues through October. The conservation release season plan identifies flow requirements
for the Rogue and Applegate rivers and storage needs at Lost Creek and Applegate Reservoirs.
The conservation release plan is developed in May with the Natural Resource Conservation
Service (NRCS) May 1 water supply forecast. The plan is ted for review and comment
in mid-May and finalized about the first week in June. gh the plan is “final”, the
release plan is continuously updated as conditions
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The NRCS forecasts are’based on a statistical correlation of current conditions with past
flow outcomes in the 30-year period of record 1981 to 2010. The spring runoff in most of the
years in the record had some significant snowmelt component. These types of forecasts may
not be as reliable in a year like 2015 when snowpack is extremely low.

c. Coordination. The Rogue Basin Projects will be operated for the congressionally
authorized purposes of flood damage reduction, fisheries enhancement, irrigation, municipal
and industrial water supply, water quality, hydropower, and lake recreation. The conservation
plan is developed and implemented in close coordination with the State of Oregon through the
Oregon Water Resources Department (OWRD).



The flow objectives for Lost Creek and Applegate are based on meeting the authorized
purposes. Conservation water storage in Lost Creek Reservoir is specifically allocated to the
purposes of fisheries enhancement, irrigation, and municipal and industrial water supply.
Conservation water storage in Applegate Reservoir is specifically allocated to the purposes of
fisheries enhancement and irrigation. The fisheries enhancement objectives associated with
the releases from the Rogue Basin projects are listed in Tables 1 and 2.

2. Conservation Plan
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of these meetings is to Ue to assess the hydrologic situation as it develops, and if

necessary, make occasional changes to the planned releases. Weekly coordination meetings
may be preceded by internal conference calls among Corps employees.

b. The volume of conservation storage remaining at Lost Creek and Applegate will be
closely monitored through the conservation season. If appropriate, planned releases will be
adjusted to ensure objectives are met.



Rogue Basin Project Conservation Season Operating Plan Water Year 2015

Table 1. 2015 State Recommendations for Flow Releases from Lost Creek Reservoir

Average Fishery ODFW Average Fishery
Proposed | Objective target at Proposed | Objective
Period release Agness Period release
(cfs) (Max Temp.) (cfs)
1,500 f
1,900 e,f
May 21-31 1,900 e f
June 1-10 1,900 ef
11'20 dleyfyg
21-30 c¢dyg
July 1-10 900 cdg
11-20 850 c,d,g
21-31 850 c,d,g

summer.

(9) Minimize the propo

(site).

all chinook that spawn above Gold Ray Dam
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Table 2. 2015 State Recommendations for Flow Releases from Applegate Reservoir

Average Fishery Average | Fishery
Proposed Objective Proposed | Objective
Period release Period release
(cfs) (cfs)
Sept 1-10 150 a
May 11-20 150 ad 150 a
21-31 150 ad 125 a
June 1-10 175 a,d 100
11-20 175 ad 0
21-30 175 a
July 1-10
11-20
21-31
Aug 1-10
11-20

chinook eggs and fry in 2015-16.
venile fall chinook salmon.
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Figure 1. Lost Creek Reservoir Forecast Operations.
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Figure 2. Applegate Reservoir Forecast Operations.

APPLEGATE RESERVOIR
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