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Final Meeting Notes 
CRCIP AMT Quarterly Meeting 

October 8, 2008 
 
The CRCIP Adaptive Management Team held its quarterly meeting from 9:30 am – 2:30 
pm on October 8, 2008 at the Robert Duncan Plaza, Summit Room. The following AMT 
members, technical support personnel, and invited guests participated in person: 
 
Laura Hicks, COE  Dylan Davis, COE  Agnes Lut, ODEQ 
Kim Larson, COE  Paula Ehlers, WDOE*  Steve Bartell, E2 Inc. 
Dianne Perry, Sponsor Ports Jon Gornick, COE  Kathy Roberts, FWS 
Robert Anderson, NOAA 
  
*participated via telephone 
 
The following topics were addressed by the AMT participants during the October 2008 
quarterly meeting: 
 
July 2008 AMT Meeting Notes 
 
The notes for the July 2008 AMT quarterly meeting were approved, pending revision 
based on comments received prior to the meeting. The revised notes will be marked 
Final, uploaded to E2 CRCIP web site (www.e2tm.com/CRCIP), and placed in the folder 
for the July 2008 AMT quarterly meeting.  
 
 
Project Construction Update 
 
Laura Hicks described the status of Project construction. It is anticipated that about 99% 
of the Project construction will be completed by the end of FY09. Construction has been 
completed for CRM 0-27, CRM 37-48, and CRM 87-end of Project. The remaining work 
will focus mainly on rock removal. A summary of the current Project construction status 
was provided in the form of an excel spreadsheet that indicated progress to date and 
remaining work. The spreadsheet will be uploaded to the October 8, 2008 AMT Meeting 
folder on the E2 CRCIP web site. 
 
Laura stated that the Great Lakes dredge was pumping materials to an upland disposal 
site on Crims Island, OR. This work will complete the Great Lakes contract with ~$5 
million worth of Project construction. Potential upland disposal sites for future 
construction include Pillar Rock, Ranier Industrial, Rice Island, and Millar Sands.   
 
It is anticipated that the continuing budget resolution will provide about $36 million for 
the CRCIP, likely sometime in March of 2009. These funds should permit completion of 
all Project construction except for the Warrior Rock work. Rock removal will be 
completed using FY 2010 funds.  
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As the result of controversy with land owners, the Woodland Bottoms location for 
disposal of dredged materials has been abandoned. In lieu of condemnation, the Corps 
has purchased a portion of Cottonwood Island for both disposal of Project construction 
materials and ecosystem restoration. The proposed mitigation actions include 
introduction of Columbia white-tailed deer to the island, as well as conversion of selected 
areas from pasture to riparian forested wetlands.  
 
Kim Larson described additional mitigation activities planned for Chumley Island and 
Cottonwood Island. Following cultivation of current pasture areas, native riparian trees 
and shrubs will be planted to replace current pasture on Chumley Island.  Physical 
excavations of swales and removal of overburden will be performed to alter the 
hydrology of parts of Cottonwood Island (120 acre site). Changes in hydrology are 
anticipated to favor the germination of native plants and facilitate efforts to convert areas 
currently dominated by reed canary grass to riparian forested wetlands. Plans describing 
the proposed ecosystem restoration actions will be provided to Washington Department 
of Ecology for review. 
 
There are also plans being developed for shoreline placement of dredged materials at 
Puget Island. The Corps is working through the Seattle district to resolve remaining 
regulatory issues regarding this disposal of Project construction materials. 
 
Laura’s Project construction summary presentations will be uploaded to the E2 CRCIP 
web site and placed in the October 8, 2008 Meeting folder. 
 
 
 
AEM Workbook 3rd Quarter Review  
 
MA-1 CORIE Analyses 
 
Available MA-1 CORIE data for temperature, salinity, and depth were analyzed through 
August 2008. Except for a period in late May and early June, the daily values for 
temperature were within the bounds defined by the AEM decision criteria. E2 is in the 
process of examining flows and local weather conditions during that time period to 
determine if the observed lower than normal temperatures can be explained. The monthly 
values were within the decision criteria with the exception of one value for June at grays 
station. Salinity values through August were within the AEM decision criteria. Salinity 
values near zero were commonly observed for cbnc3 during the June - August monitoring 
period.  
 
The CORIE data for the remainder of calendar 2008 will be analyzed as soon as they 
become available and presented at the January AMT meeting.   
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MA-2 Construction 
 
Dylan Davis (COE) provided a detailed summary of Project construction and disposal of 
construction materials. The summaries have been developed as updates to existing 
Project MA-2 spreadsheets. Some additional modifications will be made to sort the O&M 
work from total dredged volumes for several bars described in the spreadsheets. The 
results indicate that more dredging was required than originally forecasted for some 
locations. However, the overall Project construction does not exceed the total amount of 
dredging originally estimated for the CRCIP.  
 
Upland disposal has not exceeded capacity for any of the disposal locations used thus far. 
The Northport site appeared as one possible exception. However, Dylan noted that the 
named location in the summary table was actually two disposal sites and accounting for 
the total capacity of these locations, it is not likely that this total capacity has been 
exceeded. He will modify the summaries and provide them to E2 for posting to the 
Project web site as updates. 
 
MA-3 Crossline Surveys 
 
In response to the request made at the July 2008 AMT meeting, the results of the 2008 
crossline surveys were compiled and presented in relation to the previously developed 
decision criteria (i.e., depth “envelopes”). The results of the 2008 surveys suggested two 
possible outlier values: one at CRM 75 (Kalama Bar) on the Washington side and the 
other at CRM 42.5 (Wauna/Driscoll Bar) also on the Washington side. The 2008 surveys 
also showed that channel alterations suggested by the 2007 outlier value observed at 
CRM 45.5 had returned to conditions that were within the decision envelopes.     
 
The revised analysis will be posted to the MA-3 folder in the AEM Workbook at the E2 
CRCIP web site. 
 
MA-4 Habitat Analysis 
 
No new information was available for MA-4, which will focus on post-construction 
surveys of selected Bottom et al. transects, which were previously surveyed under the 
AFEP. 
 
 
MA-5 Sediment Contaminants 
 
Sediments have been tested from CRM 3 – 106.5 by the COE. Mark Siipola will meet 
with ODEQ in November to discuss the results. These results will also be presented at the 
January 2009 AMT meeting. 
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MA-6 Fish Stranding 
 
No new information was available for fish stranding. 
 
 
Dungeness crab 
 
See separate sturgeon agenda item below. 
 
 
Smelt 
 
No new information was available for smelt.  
 
 
Sturgeon 
 
See separate sturgeon agenda item below. 
 
 
Sediments 
 
In following up from discussions of CRCIP dredged material disposal at previous 
meetings, the AMT reinforced its interest in contributing to regional sediment 
management and beneficial uses of Project construction materials. The AMT recognizes 
that given the near completion of Project construction, contributions to regional sediment 
management will likely occur during the O&M phase following construction. The AMT 
also underscored the need for to integrate CRCIP sediment management with the parallel 
efforts underway by the Lower Columbia Solutions Group, the Lower Columbia River 
Estuary Program, and other Corps O&M activities.  
 
A regional sediment management framework is apparently being developed and the AMT 
requested the Doris McKillip (COE) describe this activity at the January 2009 AMT 
meeting. The AMT wants to ensure that the CRCIP Sediment Management Plan is noted 
and considered in the development of the regional framework.   
 
 
Draft 2007 Annual Report  
 
No comments were received concerning the draft 2007 Annual AMT Report. It was 
agreed by the AMT participants that the report will be finalized by E2 and placed at the 
E2 CRCIP web site. 
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Continuation of MA-1 Monitoring 
 
Nearly two years of MA-1 monitoring results suggest that Project construction is not 
having any impact on temperature and salinity regimes in the Lower Columbia River and 
estuary. The few values of temperature and salinity that have exceeded the decision 
criteria have been explained in relation to changes in river flows or local meteorological 
events. In addition, the unreliability of the CORIE monitoring network (e.g., biofouling), 
associated data gaps, and the timeliness in making data available for analysis further 
questioned the continuation of the MA-1 monitoring effort. 
 
After discussion, the AMT reaffirmed its commitment to the continuation of the MA-1 
monitoring efforts. In part, the decision was driven by the existing federal and states 
terms and conditions underlying the CRCIP AEM Program, which define the period of 
MA-1 monitoring. The Corps will also address the current shortcomings of the CORIE 
monitoring effort with the CORIE principals in order to improve the reliability of the 
MA-1 stations in providing quality data in a timely manner.   
 
 
Remaining ODFW Issues with Crab Report 
 
Dale Blanton, ODFW, was unable to attend the October AMT meeting. As a result, the 
remaining issues concerning crab entrainment and burial will be addressed at the January 
2009 AMT meeting. 
 
 
Final Implementation of Sturgeon Issues 
 
Kim Larson is waiting for responses from Parsley et al. to questions and comments 
concerning the sturgeon habitat modeling that was presented at the July AMT meeting. 
The responses will be addressed at the January 2009 AMT meeting 
 
 
Draft Sediment Management Workshop Report 
 
No comments were provided concerning the sediment management workshop report. It 
was agreed that E2 will finalize the report and post it to the E2 CRCIP web site. 
 
 
Frequency of Face-to-Face AMT Meetings 
 
The AMT discussed the desirability of limiting the face-to-face quarterly meetings to one 
per calendar year (e.g., April) with teleconferences being used for the remaining three 
meetings. This discussion was motivated in part by the waning attendance at previous 
meetings (e.g., July meetings) and limited funds to support out-of-state travel by 
participants from Washington. The AMT was reminded of the definition of a quorum in 
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its CRCIP AEM charter and the need to revise the charter if operating procedures were 
changed. Several of the participants emphasized the importance of face-to-face meetings 
and noted the difficulties experienced in previous participation via teleconference. 
 
Upon further deliberation, the AMT decided to continue with the quarterly face-to-face 
meetings, which are scheduled for the second Wednesday of January, April, July, and 
October of each year.   
 
 
Items for January Agenda 
 
AMT participants at the October meeting desired that several items be discussed at the 
January meeting, including: 
 

 
 New data and current disposition of the SEDQUAL should be addressed as 

part of the MA-5 Sediment Contaminants monitoring. 
 
 The remaining ODFW issues concerning crab should be presented and 

discussed. 
 

 A final implementation plan for the sturgeon issues related to the CRCIP and 
AEM should be addressed. 

 
 Doris McKillip will be asked to describe current efforts underway in 

developing a regional sediment management framework for the LCR. 
 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:30 pm. 
 
 


